
Stroud District Councillors Report for Jan/Feb 2023 
 
Council has not met since the Xmas break, the next meeting is on 16th February 
which is the budget setting meeting. Stroud District Council will seek approval 
from the Members to set the Council tax increase at 2.99% however with the 
impending Police increase of around 5.6% this will raise the overall to 
somewhat higher. Council House rents and service charges etc. will be raised 
by 7%. This is necessary to catch up because of the 1% limit that has been in 
place for several years now. 
 
There are ongoing improvements being made to the Planning Enforcement 
section, with new systems to enable a quicker resolution of issues, however 
the prime problem remains that getting staff is a problem despite the Council 
being well in line on remuneration expectations. 
 
The Canal project has received approval to continue although more funding, o 
nevertheless it has had to contribute more funding. However the benefits to 
the District as a whole have already been seen and the final hook up at Saul to 
the inland network will without bring more benefits.  The canal is widely used 
for recreational purposes and also has attracted more development along the 
corridor. 
 
Once again there were some issues with the out of hours emergency services 
over the festive period, however they were resolved. 
 
There is now a greater emphasis for closer cooperation with Town and Parish 
Councils through the introduction of a Charter, which all P & TC’s are 
encouraged to sign up to. 
 
Progress is also being made to introduce a Countywide Standards procedure 
which although not compulsory P & T C ‘s are being urged to adopt in order to 
create a level playing field across the County 
It has been announced to the press that SDC have applied for a grant of £1.8m 
to help fund the purchase of 16 houses that initially will house Ukranian 
refugees and the in the future will become part of council tenant stock 


